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Pasquerella was greeted with a 
standing ovation.

Tidbits N E W S  A N D  N OT E S  F R O M  A RO U N D  T H E  C A M P U S

L ET ’S D RIN K TO  
MARY LYON
In celebration of Mount 
Holyoke’s 175th anniversary, 
Rao’s Café has created a 
special “Mary Lyon’s Blend” 
coffee. How exactly does 
this blend taste, you might 
ask? Bright, bold, and  
brave of course! Customers 
may purchase a cup or a twelve-ounce bag of whole 
beans throughout the academic year. 

CONVOCATION KICKS 
OFF CELEBR ATIONS
Held on September 4, convocation 
not only kicked off the 2012–2013 
academic year, but also launched the 
official celebration of Mount Holy-
oke’s 175th anniversary. A sea of red, 
yellow, green, blue, and purple filled 
Gettell Amphitheater, as students 
dressed in their class colors greeted 
this year’s speakers with noise and 
applause. In her remarks, President 
Pasquerella noted that alumnae have 
the common experience of “acquir-
ing a liberal education at Mount 
Holyoke that not only enabled them 

to develop a voice, but to use that voice to transform the 
world.” View photos at  mtholyoke.edu/go/convocation.

ROOMIN G BY INTEREST
Ever wonder how you were paired with your first-year 
roommate? Each college and university has a slightly 
different method for matching students. Some pursue 
diversity while others put night-owls or early risers 
together. Mount Holyoke takes a slightly different ap-
proach and looks mostly for common sets of interests. 
“Students are hand-matched based on a detailed inven-
tory they submit,” says spokeswoman Mary Jo Curtis. 
“An assistant director reads each one and tries to match 
students by common habits and interests, and by avoid-
ing differences in the things that tend to cause roommate 
conflicts, such as sleep habits, tobacco use, and guests.” 

SUSTAIN ABILIT Y WEEK
In light of Mount Holyoke’s recent STARS silver 
rating from the Association of the Advancement of 
Sustainability in Higher Education, the first annual 
Sustainability Week took place October 20–27. The 
week kicked off with a talk about cutting-edge solar 
research taking place at Mount Holyoke. For the rest 
of the week, a daily highlighted event brought the 
whole community together, from a 5K for Farmland 
run to volunteering in Springfield to the first-ever 
Mount Holyoke Iron Chef competition in collabora-
tion with Dining Services. —Zanna K. McKay

LEAP SYMP OSIUM SETS RECORD
From interning for news organizations such as 
China Central Television to studying child poverty 
at UNICEF to researching environmental change 
in Alaska, Mount Holyoke students were busy over 
the summer. A record 600 people attended the 
ninth annual LEAP Symposium at MHC last Oc-
tober, which showcased the summer research and 
internship experiences of around 150 students, and 
highlighted the connections made between theo-
retical and real-world knowledge. View a video of 
the event at youtube.com/mountholyokecollege.

GETTING DOWN TO BUSINESS
Mount Holyoke College and the Isenberg School 
of Management at the University of Massachu-
setts–Amherst have partnered to offer MHC 
students the opportunity to earn their master of 
business administration directly after graduation. 
The Isenberg School of Management is touted as 
one of the best graduate business schools in the 
country by the US News & World Report’s annual 
rankings. Students apply to the program in their 
senior year and, if accepted, are eligible for a two-
year assistantship. Several alumnae are already 
working toward their MBAs. 

MHC FREEZES TUITION  
FOR SECOND YEAR
For the second year in a row, the Board of Trustees 
voted to make no change in the cost of attendance 
with the understanding that the current economic 
model of increasing tuition beyond the rate of inflation 
is unsustainable. “We projected a year ago that holding 
tuition, room, and board steady for the current year 
would not only improve the College’s affordability 
for students and families, but would actually help the 
College deliver and pay for the exceptional education 
we all value so much,” says President Lynn Pasquerella 
’80. Mount Holyoke is leading the way as colleges and 
universities strive to contain costs and make higher 
education affordable and accessible for all.

IMPROVING SOL AR CELLS 
Assistant Professor of Physics Alexi Arango and his 
students are exploring new, potentially revolutionary 
solar cell technologies in a custom-built lab at the 
College. Solar cells, the building blocks of solar 
panels, generate and support electrical currents when 
exposed to light. Students involved in the research 
are investigating how plentiful, relatively inexpensive 
semiconductors can be used to make solar cells that 
are more efficient yet less expensive to manufacture 
and install than silicon-based solar cells. View photos at 
mtholyoke.edu/go/solarcells.

MOUNTAIN DAY
October 17 began with a brisk chill in the air and a light 
mist hovering over the campus greens. Yet, when the 
sound of the bells broke the early-morning silence, the 
campus stirred and was soon filled with jubilant celebra-
tion. It was Mountain Day! Shuttles brought busloads of 
students to the foot of Mt. Holyoke, where they climbed 
to the summit to enjoy beautiful views, ice cream, free 
hats from the Alumnae Association, and an impromptu 
rendition of the alma mater with President Pasquerella. 
Some ninety area clubs around the globe planned mini-
reunions in local ice cream shops, and some alumnae 
groups sponsored outdoor activities reminiscent of their 
undergraduate Mountain Day experience.
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Students kick off 
the new school year 

in a sea of green 

UMass–Amherst’s Isenberg School of Management

Students enjoy summit  
fever on Mountain Day.
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off theshelf
Words Worth a Second Look

Fiction 

Miss Me When I’m Gone
BY EMILY ARSENAULT

(William Morrow Paperbacks)
When Gretchen Waters, divor-
cee and author of a honky-tonk 
memoir, dies suddenly people 
assume it was a tragic accident. 
Jamie, Gretchen’s best friend 
and literary executor, looks 
through her notebooks and 
discovers Gretchen’s mission 
to solve her mother’s murder. 
She starts to realize the death 
might not have been an ac-
cident after all. 
Emily Arsenault ’98 is the au-
thor of The Broken Teaglass, a 
New York Times “notable mys-
tery,” and In Search of the Rose 
Notes, which was chosen as 
one of the Wall Street Journal’s 
ten best mysteries of 2011. 

Centerville
BY KAREN OSBORN

(West Virginia University Press)
When a man walks into a busy 
drugstore with a homemade 
bomb, the community of a 
sleepy Midwestern town is 
changed forever. As the smoke 
clears over the following days, 
four lives become entwined in 
unexpected ways. 
Visiting assistant professor  
in English at MHC, Karen  
Osborn is the author of 
Patchwork (1991), Between 
Earth and Sky (1996), and The 
River Road (2003). Her work 
has been widely reviewed in 
places such as the New York 
Times, USA Today, and the 
Washington Post. She also 
received the Notable Book of 
the Year Award from the New 
York Times.

Nonfiction

The Forensic Historian
BY BOB WILLIAMS

(M.E. Sharpe)
From King Tut to Osama Bin 
Laden to the sinking of the 
Titanic to the Kennedy assas-
sination, forensics is filling in 
the gaps of some of the world’s 
most well-known myster-
ies. Williams examines the 
intersection of history and 
modern science to help explain 
events from the past, centuries 
later. The book is dedicated 
to Mildred Trotter ’20, who 
used forensics to identify fallen 
WWII soldiers.
Bob Williams is the husband 
of Ann Kingman Williams ’60, 
the son of Dorothy Chadwell 
Vinton ’30, and the grandson 
of Mabel Margaret Hubbard 
Chadwell 1903. He is the 
author of several dozen books. 
His book Russian Art and 
American Money 1900–1940 
was nominated by Harvard 
University Press for the Pulitzer 
Prize in 1980. 

Federico Barocci: 
Renaissance Master of 
Color and Line 
BY JUDITH W. MANN AND 

BABETTE BOHN

 (Yale University Press) 
Visually and academically 
stunning, this book takes a 
comprehensive approach to 
Italian Renaissance master 
Federico Barocci, whose 
boundary-pushing legacy 
of light and color influenced 
the artists of the Baroque 
period and beyond. The nearly 
1,500 surviving drawings by 
the artist offer an especially 
clear window into his artistic 
processes. With depth and 
breadth, this book addresses 
everything from the influence 
of his hometown, Urbino, to his 
use of red underpaint.
Judith Walker Mann ’72 is  
on the Art Museum Advisory 
Board at Mount Holyoke and 
is curator of European art 
to 1800 at Saint Louis Art 
Museum. She is also the  
coauthor of Orazio and  
Artemisia Gentileschi. 
—Zanna K. McKay
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off theshelf

PRESTON H. SMITH II

PRESTON H. SMITH II

RACIAL DEMOCRACYand  

 the BLACK METROPOLIS
Housing Policy in Postwar Chicago

POLITICAL SCIENCE/RACE

“Preston H. Smith II’s distinction between racial and social democracy not only 
makes sense of Chicago’s housing politics but reveals the central dynamic of 
twentieth-century African American politics. Deeply researched, Racial Democracy 
and the Black Metropolis is a model of historical scholarship, accessible to 
undergraduates and necessary for graduate students.” 

—JUDITH STEIN, City University of New York

“Smith adds greatly to our understanding of the forces giving rise to and fueling 
the racial disparities in mid–twentieth century U.S. housing policy. While other 
scholars have addressed this issue by scrutinizing the motives and goals of 
white policymakers, bankers, and business interests, Smith examines black elite 
complicity in state-sanctioned housing stratifi cation in Chicago and, by extension, 
the nation. Richly detailed, Racial Democracy and the Black Metropolis is a very 
important piece of scholarship.” 

—TOURÉ F. REED, Illinois State University

In Racial Democracy and the Black Metropolis, Preston H. Smith II examines 
housing debates in Chicago that reach beyond black and white politics, and 
shows how class and factional confl icts among African Americans helped to 
reproduce stunning segregation along economic lines. Smith outlines the 
ideological framework that black civic leaders in Chicago used to formulate 
housing policy to reveal a surprising picture of leaders who singled out racial 
segregation as the source of African Americans’ inadequate living conditions 
rather than attacking class inequalities. This book details how black civic leaders 
fought racial discrimination in ways that promoted—or at least did not sacrifi ce—
their class interests in real estate struggles. And, as Smith demonstrates, their 
accommodation of the government policy of the time has had a lasting effect: 
it contributed to a legacy of class segregation in the housing market in Chicago 
and major metropolitan areas across the country that is still felt today. 

PRESTON H. SMITH II is associate professor of politics at Mount Holyoke 
College. He is a contributor to Renewing Black Intellectual History: 
The Ideological and Material Foundations of African American Thought.

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA PRESS
Printed in U.S.A.
Cover design by Susan Walsh
Cover photograph: Library of Congress, 

Prints & Photographs Division, FSA/OWI Collection
[LC-USW3-000816-D]
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Animal Companions, 
Animal Doctors, Animal 
People
BY HILDE WEISERT AND 

ELIZABETH ARNOLD 

STONE

(Ontario Veterinary College) 
This collection of stories, poems, 
essays centers on the complex-
ity of human-animal friend-
ships—from the tragic to the 
hilarious. The topics range from 
veterinarians and their animal 
patients to animals in our homes 
and in our imaginations. 
Hilde Weisert ’66 coedited the 
anthology, which also includes 
a poem by Marjory Heath 
Wentworth ’80.   
—Zanna K. McKay

Georgia: A Political 
History Since 
Independence
BY STEPHEN JONES

(I.B. Tauris & Company)
Jones presents an in-depth 
analysis of Georgia’s current 
political and economic condi-
tion. Going beyond the clichés 
that have been typical of much 
contemporary commentary 
on Georgia, he examines the 
political culture, social rela-
tions, local government, and 
employment of the complex 
region, giving readers a sense 
of the transformation within 
the country and the rise of new 
interests, values, and groups.
Professor of Russian studies at 
MHC, Jones is the author of 
several books on contempo-
rary events in the former Soviet 
empire, and regularly briefs the 
CIA and US State Department 
on developments in Caucasia 
and the North Caucasus. 

Homefront & Battlefield: 
Quilts & Context in the 
Civil War
BY LYNNE BASSETT

(American Textile History 
Museum) 
Lynne Zacek Bassett and cocu-
rator Madelyn Shaw weave 
together the complex history of 
the Civil War through textiles. 
From cotton plantations in the 
South to the flags waved on the 
battlefield, textiles witnessed 
the entire conflict. After years 
of research, Bassett and Shaw 
compiled a collection of quilts 
and related objects to tell this 
intricate story. 
Lynne Zacek Bassett ’83 is an 
award-winning scholar who 
specializes in New England’s 
historic costume and textiles. 
She also edited and wrote 
Massachusetts Quilts: Our 
Common Wealth. 

Mobilizing Bolivia’s 
Displaced
NICOLE FABRICANT

(University of North Carolina 
Press)
Bolivia’s first indigenous presi-
dent, Evo Morales, was elected 
in 2005 and symbolized a 
fundamental victory for social 
activists and native peoples of 
the Landless Peasant Move-
ment. Fabricant demonstrates 
how landless peasants came 
together to influence Bolivian 
politics, and the ways in which 
Morales often found himself at 
odds with the activists.
Nicole Fabricant ’99 received 
her MHC degree in urban 
anthropology and her PhD 
from Northwestern University 
in 2009.

Racial Democracy and 
the Black Metropolis: 
Housing Policy in Postwar 
Chicago
PRESTON H. SMITH II

(University of Minnesota Press) 
Smith reframes the housing 
debates in Chicago after the 
Second World War, going 
beyond black and white politics 
to the class conflicts among 
African Americans. The book 
brings to light an unaddressed 
history of class struggle within 
the African American commu-
nity that contributed to a legacy 
of stunning class segregation, 
still visible today in the Chicago 
housing market and in other 
major metropolitan areas across 
the country. 
Preston H. Smith II is an as-
sociate professor of politics 
at Mount Holyoke; he also 
contributed to Renewing Black 
Intellectual History: The Ideologi-
cal and Material Foundations of 
African American Thought. 
—Zanna K. McKay

Silencing the Self Across 
Cultures: Depression 
and Gender in the Social 
World
EDITED BY DANA CROWLEY 

JACK AND ALISHA ALI

(Oxford University Press)
Dana Crowley Jack and coedi-
tor Alisha Ali take their research 
global as they attempt to explain 
the links among self-silencing, 
depression, and gender. Twenty-
one people from thirteen 
countries contributed, and the 
results were groundbreaking. 
This book was awarded the 
2011 Ursula Gielen Global 
Psychology Book Award. 
Dana Crowley Jack ’67 teaches 
at Western Washington Univer-
sity’s Fairhaven College of Inter-
disciplinary Studies, specializing 
in the areas of culture, gender, 
and psyche. 
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Poetry

Tasted

BY MARION BROWN

(Finishing Line Press)

In her small twenty-one-page 

chapbook, Marion Brown’s 

poems range from playfulness 

to seriousness. Food is the 

theme that holds this collec-

tion together. Her delectable 

descriptions often offer food 

as a metaphor for the human 

impulse of desire. 

Marion Schneider Brown ’67 

lives with her husband in Yon-

kers, New York, and spends 

time in the Adirondacks.

Books for  
Children & 
Young Adults

Lara and the City of 
Secrets 

ARZU GURZ ABAY

(Schulbuchverlag Anadolu)

A tale of friendship and 

discovery, Lara and the City of 

Secrets takes us on an adven-

turous tour through Istanbul 

and its multifaceted history. 

Our young guides, a Turkish 

girl living in Germany and a 

Jewish girl from Istanbul, reveal 

secrets about their own lives 

as they unlock mysteries about 

this mosaic city that has been 

a peaceful home to Muslims, 

Christians, and Jews for centu-

ries. The book was published in 

German and Turkish. 

Arzu Gurz Abay ’94 lives in 

Germany with her husband 

and two daughters. This is her 

second bilingual children’s 

book (Leyla and Linda Cele-

brate Ramadan was published 

in 2011). —Zanna K. McKay

What I Love About  
You, Mom

BY KATE LACY MARSHALL 

AND DAVID MARSHALL

(Plume) 

This guided journal offers a 

fresh way for kids, young and 

old, to say “I love you, Mom.” 

The interactive keepsake 

includes writing prompts, 

checklists, and space for 

photos and drawings. 

Kate Lacy Marshall ’81 coordi-

nates an adult literacy program 

in the San Francisco Bay Area. 

She and her husband, David, 

have authored seven other 

guided journals.  

—Zanna K. McKay

MORE BOOKS 
For descriptions of these books, go to  
alumnae.mtholyoke.edu/morebooks_w13

Frozen
BY CARLA TOMASO ’72  
(Carma Press) 

Moved by Politics
BY GERHARD LOEWENBERG  
(Gray Pearl Press)

Watch Me Disappear 
BY DIANE VANASKIE MULLIGAN ’01  
(CreateSpace)

You Can’t Win if You Don’t Play
BY DAVID T. BARRY WITH LYNNE C. 
LEVESQUE, EdD ’66 (Shadow Press) 
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Exposing Slave  
Labor in Thailand’s 
Fishing Industry
In June, National Public Radio aired 
a series on slavery in the Thai fishing 
industry. The result of five months of 
immersion research done by Shannon 
Service ’97 and her reporting partner 
Becky Palmstrom, the investigation 
revealed the disturbing trend of 
trafficking men from Cambodia and 
Myanmar and forcing them into slave 
labor aboard fishing boats. The original 
story can be heard at npr.org.  
—Zanna K. McKay

Sparkle Remade 
For the past twelve years, Hollywood 
producer Debra Martin Chase ’77 has 
been attempting to remake the 1976 film 
Sparkle. Numerous roadblocks delayed 
her, among them the death of actress 
and singer Aaliyah, whom she originally 
cast in the leading role. Last August, the 
remake of Sparkle finally made it to the 
big screen. The culmination of this project 
held special significance for Chase, who 
was a close friend of film co-star and co-
producer Whitney Houston, who passed 
away in February 2012.  
—Zanna K. McKay

Michelle Brooks-Thompson ’06 on NBC’s The Voice

Sarkle, produced by Debra Martin Chase ’77

T
Y

L
E

R
 G

O
L

D
E

N
/

N
B

C

Stealing the Show
Greeted with a standing ovation from pop star Adam Levine, 

Michelle Brooks-Thompson ’06 wowed the audience with 

her rendition of “Proud Mary” on NBC’s hit reality television 

show, The Voice. Brooks-Thompson earned her degree in 

music and currently lives in the Springfield, Massachusetts, 

area, where she sings at the Holy Trinity Church of God and 

Christ on Sundays. Watch her blind audition at youtube.com/

NBCTheVoice.  —Zanna K. McKay




